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PRACTICE AREAS

Real Property
• Deeds, Deeds of Trusts, Loan Agreements, and

Promissory Notes
• Construction Defect
• Escrow Documents
• Grant Deeds/Quitclaim Deeds/ Assignments
• Landlord/Tenant Disputes
• Property Tax matters
• 1031 Exchanges
• California Department of Real Estate

Subdivision Public Reports

Land Use
• Environmental Review
• Legislative and Administrative Approvals
• Planned Development Projects
• Special Districts
• Condemnation and Inverse Condemnation

Homeowners Associations
• Document Interpretation and Amendment
• Board Member Duties/Responsibilities
• Alternative Dispute Resolution
• Director and Officer Liability
• Violations of Rules, CC&Rs, Architectural

Guidelines

Dispute Resolution/Litigation
Dispute resolution and litigation regarding real estate
related matters, including, but not limited to:

• Real Estate Agent/Broker v. Homeowner
Disputes

• Neighbor Disputes
• Quiet Title
• Boundary Disputes
• Agent/Broker Liability

Business
• Entity formation (limited liability companies,

partnerships, corporations, joint ventures), with
focus on formation for real estate investment
and development

• Contract drafting, review and interpretation
• Acquisition and Disposition of Business Interests
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Gervaís, Salmon & Watson, LLP is committed to
providing superior legal representation
focusing on the needs of our clients. Whether
we are serving established or new clients, all of
our clients can expect to receive competent,
aggressive representation with the utmost
respect and integrity.

We sincerely appreciate having the opportunity
to help our clients with the issues facing them
and strive to provide expedient service and
solutions. Our experienced attorneys apply a
wide range of real property and business
related expertise to accomplish our clients’
diverse legal and business objectives. At
Gervaís, Salmon & Watson LLP, client success
and satisfaction is our goal.

Our FIrm

KARA L. GERVAÍS

Ms. Gervaís has an extensive background in a
variety of legal matters, focusing mostly around civil
litigation and real estate issues. While she prides
herself on aggressive and assertive litigation, she
counsels clients on preventative strategies to avoid
litigation and early and cost-efficient ways to
resolve disputes, including mediation and
arbitration.

Representative Matters
In addition to civil litigation, Ms. Gervaís has assisted
on numerous transactional matters and served as
legal counsel for homeowners’ associations located
in San Diego and Riverside counties. The following
is just a sampling of matters which Ms. Gervaís has
worked on and assisted with in her legal career.

• Instituted legal actions for quiet title, slander
of title, fraud, breach of contract, negligence,

Attorneys

breach of fiduciary duty, specific performance,
declaratory relief and injunctive relief on behalf
of property owners and business entities.

• Defended legal actions brought against real
estate agents, brokers, mortgage
companies/lenders.

• Sought and obtained temporary restraining
orders and writs of attachment on behalf of
unsecured creditors.

• Resolved landlord/tenant disputes.
• Legal counsel for numerous homeowners

associations, providing interpretation and
assistance in the amendment of the association’s
governing documents.

SEAN P. SALMON

Mr. Salmon focuses his practice on real estate matters,
involving transactional work, dispute resolution, and
land use. He has been involved in real estate for 12
years in Southern California. His experience in
negotiating transactional documents, resolving
disputes between property owners and addressing
land development issues provides clients with a wide
breadth of experience when handling their matter.

Representative Matters
Mr. Salmon has handled hundreds of disputes
involving real property boundaries and easements
while representing various title insurance companies.
Additionally, the following is a sample of the matters
that Mr. Salmon has worked on and assisted with in
his legal career.

• Represented client in negotiation of loan
documents and closing of sale for an $18 Million
shopping center, which included a defeasance.

• Assisted client in formation of limited liability
company to own $4 million commercial property
in Arizona.

• Assisted developer in $30 million breach of
contract action involving partnership dispute over
real property.

• Assisted client in 1031 exchange involving
tenancy in common.

NICOLAS J. WATSON

Mr. Watson’s practice focuses on real estate and
land use matters including land use planning and
development, zoning and municipal law, lease
review, drafting, and negotiation, and real
property purchase and sale transactions.

Prior to forming Gervaís, Salmon & Watson,
Mr. Watson was an associate attorney at San
Diego real estate law firms where his practice
focused on the representation of property
owners and developers during the project
entitlement process.

Mr. Watson is an active member of his community.
He was elected to and served a two-year term on
the Centre City Advisory Committee (CCAC). The
CCAC is the designated community planning
group for downtown San Diego and the citizens
advisory board to the Centre City Development
Corporation (CCDC).

Representative Matters
The following list contains a sampling of the
numerous matters that Mr. Watson has worked on
during his legal career:

• Represented property owner in subdivision of
44 acre parcel in the Bonsall Community into
9 lots for custom homes.

• Represented property owners through
condominium conversion entitlement process
and issuance of Subdivision Public Report.

• Appeared before La Jolla Community
Planning Association and San Diego Planning
Commission and gained approval of open
space easement abandonment, coastal
development permit, planned development
permit amendment, and lot line adjustment
on behalf of property owner.

• Negotiated multiple leases for franchisees of
national retail corporation.




